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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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1. This action is responsive to the amendment filed on October 16, 2003. Claims 1 , 
4, 11, 13-16 were amended. Claims 1-20 are pending. 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shajl be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the 
requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this title before 
the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors 
Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the 
application being examined was not (1 ) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) 
voluntarily published under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this application is examined 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 
102(e)). 

3. Claims 1-13, 15, and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Hunt et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,539,422. 

Hunt teaches the invention as claimed including a system and method for 
controlling a plurality of automatic data collection devices in a network (see abstract). 

As to claim 1 , Hunt teaches method of providing notification to an operator of an 
automation network having an intelligent automation device and a network device 
located on the automation network, the method comprising the steps of: 

sensing a signal within said automation device, ,said signal received from the 
network device; transmitting an object from said intelligent automation device to a 
receiving device operably connected to the network for notifying the operator, the object 
being responsive to the signal (see figs. 1-3; col. 6-8, Hunt discloses a network 
controller for receiving traps from data collection devices and sending objects 
representing these traps to client devices equipped with browser technology). 
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As to claim 2, Hunt teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the receiving device 
comprises means for displaying the object (see col. 6-8, Hunt discloses that client 
devices are equipped with browsers). 

As to claim 3, Hunt teaches the method of claim 2 wherein the means for 
displaying the object is a web browser (see col. 6-8). 

As to claim 4, Hunt teaches the method of claim 3 wherein the object is a 
Java-like program (see col. 8). 

As to claim 5, Hunt teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the intelligent 
automation device is a programmable logic controller (see fig. 1 ; col 4). 

As to claim 6, Hunt teaches the method of claim I further including transmitting a 
response to the intelligent automation device (see col. 6-8, Hunt discloses that the client 
devices can respond to traps or alarm events by sending configuration data). 

As to claim 7, Hunt teaches a notification system for an automation network 
having a network device located on the automation network, the notification system 
comprising: 

a sensor for monitoring the network device, the sensor being operably 
connected to the automation network; an intelligent automation device operably 
connected and responsive to the sensor, the intelligent automation device having an 
object; and a receiving device operably connected to the automation network, wherein 
the intelligent automation device transmits the object to the receiving device to 
notify the operator (see figs. 1-3; col. 6-8, Hunt discloses a network controller for 
receiving traps from data collection devices and sending objects representing these 
traps to client devices equipped with browser technology). 

As to claim 8, Hunt teaches the notification system of claim 7 wherein the 
receiving device comprises a software module to interact with the intelligent automation 
device (see col. 4-8). 

As to claims 9-10, Hunt teaches the notification system of claim 7 wherein the 
receiving device has means for displaying the object, wherein the means for displaying 
comprises a web browser (see col. 4-8). 
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As to claim 1 1 , Hunt teaches the method of claim 10 wherein the object is a Java 
program (see col. 8). 

As to claim 12, Hunt teaches the notification system of claim 7 wherein the 
intelligent automation device is a programmable logic controller (see figs. 1-3; col. 4-6). 

As to claim 13, Hunt teaches the method of claim 7 wherein the object is an 
extensible markup language (XML) (see co. 6-8). 

As to claim 1 5, Hunt teaches the method of claim 7 wherein the object is a hyper 
text markup language (HTML) (see col. 8). 

Claims 17-20 do not teach or define any new limitations above claims 1-13, and 
15 and therefore are rejected for similar reasons. 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

5. Claims 14, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hunt further in view of Lee et al M U.S. Patent No. 6,336,137. 

Hunt teaches the invention substantially as claimed including a system and 
method for controlling a plurality of automatic data collection devices in a network (see 
abstract). 

As to claim 14, Hunt teaches the method of claim 7. 

Hunt fails to teach the limitation wherein the object is a wireless application 
protocol (WAP) and where the object is a WML language. Hunt does teach that the 
ADC devices can communicate via a wireless protocol (see col. 4-6). 
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However, Lee teaches a network having clients communicate with a server over 
a wireless network (see abstract). Lee teaches communicating using a wireless 
application protocol (WAP) and where the object is a WML language (see col. 5). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Hunt in view of Lee so that a wireless application protocol (WAP) 
and WML language objects are used for communications. One would be motivated to 
do so to allow wireless or thin clients efficient communication with a server. 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Saleh Najjar whose telephone number is (703) 
308-7613. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 6:30 to 3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne, can be reached on (703) 308-7562. The fax phone number for 
this Group is (703) 308-9052. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-9600. The central official fax number for the group is (703) 872-9306. 




Saleh Najjar 

Primary Examiner/ Art Unit 2157 



